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1. Introduction

As I reflect on the legacy of the Windrush 
Generation I need to look at my own family 
history as a starting point. My parents, 
who are both alive – my mum 89, my dad 
now approaching his 92nd birthday – came 
to Britain in the late 1950s. They raised my 
four sisters and me in the Wolverhampton 
area in the West Midlands, under the gaze 
of Enoch Powell, who was our local MP for 
many years.

My parents are part of a Windrush 
Generation that made significant 
contributions to post-war Britain: from 
development of the social housing 
movement, the NHS, transport, 
engineering, education, sports, arts, music, 
and public life. Yet sadly the
majority never achieved their 
true personal aspirations in either 
career, professional development or 
entrepreneurship.  Some left the UK in 
the 1970s and 80s, heading back to the 
Caribbean or to North America. 

Nobody taught me about Windrush at 
school. My sisters, nieces and nephews 
or even great nieces didn’t learn about 
it either. It was down to our parents 
and grandparents. They taught us this 
history and imbued us with the ethics 
associated with Windrush and other 
migrant communities in surviving and 
thriving in a hostile Britain: respecting our 
elders, self-help, hard work, savings (or 
‘pardner’), faith and contributing back to 
the community. We were brought up to 
recognise that we are part of transnational 
families, with relatives in the Caribbean 
and North America, and needed to support 
each other emotionally and financially. 
These values were reinforced through 
stories, sayings, music, family structures 
and, yes, some licks and beats too!  

Knowing one’s history and heritage is 
important. We need to make sure that the 
history of the Windrush is in the national 
curriculum and that it reflects all aspects 
of our society. This is black history and 
it is British history, the story of how our 
society came to look as it does today 
and why we all have a stake in it. That 
is something that is valuable for all our 
children to learn; but it is also something 
that we can all celebrate. 

There are many versions of what Windrush 
means and has come to symbolise, as 
awareness of it has grown in recent 
decades. It is a foundational story about 
the Black Caribbean experience and 
of the Black British story; and is also a 
symbolic origins moment for the story 
of broader post-war migration from 
the Commonwealth and beyond. This 
75th anniversary offers an opportunity 
to involve us all in the national story of 
modern Britain. So everybody should be 
invited to a party that extends right across 
society, from community groups that have 
marked Windrush Day for years to our 
largest institutions.

Patrick Vernon, Convenor of the Windrush 75 network

Picture by Sean Pollock for Hackney Council
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2. Ten facts about the Windrush

On 22 June 1948 the HMT Empire Windrush disembarked its 
passengers at the Port of Tilbury in Essex. It has since come 
to symbolise the post-war migration to Britain from the 
Commonwealth that has shaped today’s multi-ethnic society. This 
year marks the 75th anniversary of this historic moment.

Out of the 1,027 listed official passengers on board the HMT 
Empire Windrush, just over 800 gave their last country of residence 
as somewhere in the Caribbean.1

On 15th April 1948, a small advertisement was placed in a 
newspaper announcing an opportunity to sail from Jamaica to the 
UK on the HMT Empire Windrush. The price of a ticket was £28 and 
10 shillings.2

Roughly one third of the Empire Windrush’s passengers were RAF 
airmen returning from leave or veterans re-joining the Service.3

The ship itself was originally German and was named the Monte 
Rosa. Before the Second World War it had been a German 
cruise ship but it was then requisitioned by the Nazis and used 
to transport troops during the invasion of Norway and for the 
deportation of Norwegian Jews. In 1945 it was captured by the 
British as a prize of war and renamed the Windrush.4

Prior to the docking of HMT Empire Windrush, two other ships 
from the Caribbean docked in England. The Ormonde docked 
in Liverpool on 31 March 1947 carrying 241 passengers. The 
passenger list reveals a wide range of skills and professions among 
the passengers, which included carpenters, engineers, plumbers 
and more. Later that year, on 21 December 1947, the Almanzora 
docked in Southampton carrying 200 passengers.5

Many of the Windrush Generation faced discrimination in housing 
and employment, the latter exemplified in Bristol by the refusal of 
the Bristol Omnibus Company to employ black or Asian bus crews. 
The Bristol Bus Boycott, which fought to have this discriminatory 
policy scrapped, achieved success on the same day that Martin 
Luther King made his famous “I Have a Dream” speech at the 
March on Washington.6

People were recruited directly from the Caribbean to work in a 
variety of London Transport roles. The government of Barbados 
lent recruits the travel fare to Britain, which was then paid back 
over a two year period. Similar schemes were organised by British 
Rail and the National Health Service.7

On board the Empire Windrush was Sam King, an RAF engineer 
during the war, who later became Sam King MBE. In 1964, he 
started a Caribbean street festival that grew into Notting Hill 
Carnival. He later became the first Black mayor of Southwark in 
1983.8

On 30 March 1954, HMT Empire Windrush sank off the coast of 
Algeria, after a fire on the ship. The wreckage now sits 2,800 
metres down at the bottom of the Mediterranean Sea, 23 nautical 
miles off the coast of Algeria. There is currently a campaign to 
recover one of the ship’s anchors from the seabed, as a memorial 
to the Windrush Generation.9
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3.

Windrush 75 marks a major moment in 
British history and events and activities 
are being held across the UK for the 
anniversary – from our largest institutions 
to community groups and equality 
campaigns that have been marking 
Windrush Day for many years.

The Royal Mint will produce a new 
coin commemorating Windrush 75 and 
Royal Mail will release a new set of 
commemorative stamps; King Charles 
commissioned, when he was still Prince of 
Wales, a series of portraits of Windrush 
pioneers; and our major TV Channels have 
commissioned special programming to 
mark the occasion. The Royal Albert Hall 
is hosting a special Windrush concert 
on 9 June, featuring some of the artists 
featured in a ‘Windrush Top 20’, released 
by the Windrush 75 network  on Spotify, 
to recognise the enormous contribution to 
UK music of the Windrush Generation and 
those who followed. 

There will be major events taking place in 
the capital and other big cities across the 
UK; but anniversary celebrations are also 
happening in other locations too.

In London there will be a Windrush 75 
Service of Thanksgiving at Southwark 
Cathedral on Windrush Day itself, 22 
June, one of several religious services 
happening across the country to mark 
the anniversary. Museums including the 
National Maritime Museum and the V&A 
have programmes of events, with the 
Imperial War Museum hosting a ‘From War 
to Windrush 75’ symposium on 17 June. 
The RAF Museum in Colindale will host 
a special ‘Wings and Waves’ family day, 
recognising the fact that around a third of 
the Windrush passengers were Caribbean 
RAF airmen returning to the UK. 

How Britain is marking the 75th 
anniversary of the Windrush

Brixton in South London will see a 22 
June event on Windrush Square; a 
Black Culture Market showcasing black 
businesses; a history event at Lambeth 
Town Hall and a programme of events as 
part of the Voices of Windrush festival. 
The Radiate Windrush 75 festival in 
Southwark’s Burgess Park on 25 June will 
see international Reggae artist Richie 
Spice flying in from Jamaica to appear live 
onstage.

Celebrations are not restricted to the 
capital, however. The Port of Tilbury in 
Essex, where the Windrush first docked 75 
years ago, hosts an all-day programme of 
events on 22 June featuring a steel band, 
singing, dancing, films, exhibitions and 
workshops. 

Birmingham will mark Windrush Day by 
raising the Windrush flag in Centenary 
Square, together with a thanksgiving 
service and Birmingham Rep hosting a 
performance by a newly formed children’s 
choir, The Next Generation Choir 
Birmingham. Up the road in Coventry 
the Caribbean Association hosts a day of 
festivities – including authentic food – on 
Saturday 10 June. 

In the East Midlands, Nottingham has 
Windrush Day festivities, a talk from 
playwright Colin Grant and the ‘Digging 
Deep’ Touring exhibition by the Black 
Miners Museum; in Mansfield there is a 
Windrush ‘House through time’ exhibition 
too.

Picture by Sean Pollock for Hackney Council
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In the South West, Bristol sees a film 
festival onboard a ‘vintage mobile cinema 
bus’ as well as events for the St Paul’s 
Carnival fringe; while Rice and Peas 
Community CIC has three days of activities 
in Cornwall.  In Cardiff on 22 June, 
Windrush Elders from across Wales will 
march, wrapped in their National flags and 
led by the Army in Wales Marching band, 
from the Millennium Centre to an event at 
the Senedd Parliamentary building. In the 
east of England, Ipswich hosts the Suffolk 
Windrush 75th Anniversary on 22nd June, 
with live music, guest speakers and food. 

In the north of England, Bradford has 
a ‘Carnival of Culture’ on 16-17 June to 
warm people up before its Windrush 
Day parade on the 22nd.  Preston hosts 
its annual Windrush Festival on 18 June, 
which has been going now for a decade, 
while on Saturday 24th revellers in 
Southport will come together for a family 
fun day;  those in Manchester will gather 
in Alexandra Park; and in Sunderland the 
African Caribbean Community Centre 
promises music, food and dancing at their 
Windrush 75 celebration. In Scotland, 
the Edinburgh Festival Carnival and 
Edinburgh Caribbean Association will 
host  an intergenerational, family-friendly 
Caribbean celebration with music, dance 
and poetry.

Photo credit Paul Yates
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Scotland
Windrush 75 family-friendly Caribbean celebration, The Edinburgh Caribbean 
Association, Edinburgh, 24 June.

North West
Preston Windrush Festival, 18 June
CAHN Windrush 75 celebration, Manchester, 24 June

North East
African Caribbean Community Centre in Sunderland marks Windrush 75, 24 June.

Yorkshire
Carnival of Culture, Bradford, 16-17 June
Windrush 75 Celebration, Civic Hall, Leeds, 16 June. 

East Midlands
Windrush Day celebration, Beechdale Community Centre, Nottingham, 22 June.
‘Windrush: It runs through us’ at the Mansfield Museum, ongoing

West Midlands
Windrush Day 75th celebration, Birmigham Rep, 22 June
Windrush 75 festival, Coventry, 10 June

Wales
Windrush Elders march and Senedd event, Cardiff, 22 June
Windrush Caribbean Film Festival, Newport, 17-19 June.

East of England
Suffolk Windrush 75th Anniversary, Ipswich, 22 June
Aswad Live at Woodbridge Festival of Art and Music for Windrush 75, 30 August

London
Windrush 75 Service of Thanksgiving, Southwark Cathedral, 22 June
Windrush 75: Radiate Festival, Burgess Park, 25 June.

South East
Windrush Day 75th anniversary celebration, Port of Tilbury, 22 June
Windrush 75 celebration, Brighton Book Festival, 22 June

South West
Summer film takeover - Windrush 75: Stories Through Film, Bristol, 22-24 June.
Rice and Peas Community CIC Windrush celebrations, Cornwall, 22-24 June

Events across the country to mark Windrush 75
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Just over half of the public is aware of the Windrush. 
Asked to name the ‘particular ship that has become 
symbolic of Commonwealth migration to Britain,’ 55% 
pick ‘Windrush’ from a shortlist of four (13% think it 
was the HMS Victory). As with many historical events, 
there is a significant age gap in awareness: just 13% of 
young people aged 18-24 are aware of the Windrush, 
compared to 87% of those aged over 65. Our survey 
found that awareness is actually lower among ethnic 
minority respondents (42%) and indeed in our Black 
Caribbean sample (50%) – most likely because of 
younger age demographics. 

Few people know when the Windrush arrived at the 
Port of Tilbury, however, so awareness that this is the 
75th anniversary year may be quite limited. Only 28% 
of the public are able to correctly choose 1948 from a 
list of four dates – almost as many (23%) think it was 
1964. Awareness among Black Caribbean respondents 
is significantly higher at 45%, but there is clearly still 
some public education needed about this aspect of 
our history as part of the anniversary celebrations. 
Participants in our discussion groups, conducted in 
April, didn’t feel that Windrush 75 had yet received 
enough publicity and at that time only one person 
in any of the groups was aware of an event that was 
planned to mark the anniversary.

On hearing more about it, however, six in ten people 
in Britain (61%) feel that the 75th anniversary of the 
Windrush arriving in Britain is an important moment 
for the country, rising to 71% of ethnic minority Britons 
and 84% of Black Caribbeans. Just over half of the 
public (53%) – and two-thirds (64%) of people from an 
ethnic minority background – would like to learn more 
about it. A quarter (26%) of the public, however, say 
they don’t care about the story of the Windrush. 

What does the public know and think 
about Windrush?
Steve Ballinger, British Future 

55% of the public is 
aware of the Windrush

28% correctly 
identified the date 

when it arrived

As an important aspect of Britain’s history, three 
quarters (74%) of the general public think children 
should be taught about Windrush in school, with ethnic 
minorities feeling this particularly strongly. Some 
89% of Black Caribbean respondents want children to 
learn about the Windrush story at school, with more 
than half (53%) saying this is very important. In our 
discussion groups, some Black Caribbean participants 
spoke of their worries that young people in their 
community do not see the Windrush as particularly 
relevant to their lives today, and of a desire to ensure 
that the story is passed down to the next generation. 
While young people from an ethnic minority 
background are twice as likely as young people in 
general (25%) to be able to name the ship, only around 
half of ethnic minority 18-25s feel that Windrush 75 
events are for ‘people like me’ – compared to 63% of 
the ethnic minority population across all ages. 

Some participants in our discussion groups also felt 
that schools could hold the key to using Windrush 75 
as a moment to build bridges in local communities. 
Involving children in our diverse classrooms in 
Windrush events, and then inviting their parents along, 
could help bring people from different backgrounds 
together. The engagement of major national 
institutions with Windrush 75 – from the royal family 
commissioning portraits of the Windrush Generation 
and new commemorative stamps and coins to events at 
the V&A and Royal Albert Hall – will also help to extend 
the reach of the Windrush anniversary to majority 
audiences. The Windrush story is part of British history 
and is something for all of us, but it is particularly 
important for those from the Black Caribbean 
community, who are a full 25 points more likely than 
white respondents to say that Windrush events are ‘for 
people like me’.

Attitudes to immigration also influence how interested 
people are in the Windrush anniversary. While 70% 
of those who feel most positive about immigration 
say they would consider attending a Windrush 
anniversary event, a similar proportion (73%) of those 
with the least positive attitudes say they would not. 
However, with half of people who sit in the middle of 
the attitudes spectrum on immigration saying they 
would consider attending, event organisers do have 
an opportunity to connect with this middle group and 
open a conversation about Britain’s history of migration 
and diversity.

74% of the general 
public think children 
should be taught 
about Windrush in 
school
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While some recent discussions about race and the 
way in which we commemorate Britain’s history have 
become angry and polarised, we found little evidence 
that the anniversary of the Windrush would spark 
divisive reactions among the public, or get caught up 
in ‘culture war’ arguments. Instead, while not everyone 
may feel that the celebrations are particularly relevant 
to them, we found an appetite to discover more, and 
for young people to learn about this moment in our 
shared history. In our discussion groups there was a 
general warmth towards the Windrush anniversary, a 
desire to acknowledge the contribution of those who 
came to help rebuild the country after the war and an 
acknowledgement of the hardships those first arrivals 
faced.

“It matters because it’s our history,” we were told. “It 
shaped the country.”

“It matters because it’s 
our history ”

- Sheffield discussion  
  group participants
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Britain has come a long way on race in the 75 years since the 
Windrush arrived, but with much further to go to complete 
that journey to inclusion. Changing how we talk about race 
– with more focus on the actions that are needed in practice 
– could help us to make more progress in the generation to 
come. 

That sums up the widely shared consensus view across much 
of Black, Asian and ethnic minority Britain on the eve of these 
Windrush 75th anniversary celebrations. It is a message that 
strikes a chord with most of their fellow citizens from the 
white British majority group too. 

The lived experience of race in Britain is considerably less 
binary, less polarised and more nuanced than much of our 
media and political debate often makes it seem. But there 
are significant challenges for how the public and political 
conversation might better reflect that in order to mobilise and 
sustain a broad consensus for effective action in the years to 
come. 

State of the nation: Where are we now 
on race in Britain?
Sunder Katwala, British Future

A story of progress – and much more to do

Has Britain made progress on race – or is there much more to do? One starting point for 
a constructive conversation about race is to recognise that most people think that both 
of these things are true at the same time, rather than being opposing views to choose 
between. 

That Britain has made significant progress on race over the last 25 years is a perspective 
shared by over two-thirds of respondents across both ethnic minority (68%) and the white 
majority group (71%). Some 13% of ethnic minority respondents disagree, rising to almost 
one in five (17%) of Black respondents and a tenth of the white population.

That the UK needs to make much more progress on race in the next 25 years commands 
a very broad consensus too. Eight out of ten ethnic minority respondents and almost 
two-thirds (64%) of the white British majority agree on that. No fewer than 87% of Black 
respondents agreed, with the majority of Black respondents agreeing strongly.  A fairly 
narrow 15% segment of the white majority disagrees, alongside 5% of ethnic minority 
respondents.

“The UK has made significant progress on racial 
equality in the last 25 years”

“The UK needs to make much more progress on 
racial equality in the next 25 years”

Ethnic minority

68%

80%

White

71%

64%

That Black and Asian people face discrimination in their everyday lives in Britain today 
is something most people recognise. Two thirds (67%) of ethnic minority respondents 
and 61% of white British respondents agreed with this, with 17% of white respondents 
and 10% of ethnic minority respondents disagreeing. 

The Focaldata survey shows, in common with other surveys, that there is a significant 
degree of inter-ethnic consensus in the UK on patterns of opportunity and disadvantage 
across society, in contrast to more polarised perceptions in the United States.  Some 9% 
of the white British think it is now harder to get on in Britain today if you are white (with a 
similar proportion saying it is easier to get on if you are Black or Asian). Around half (48%) 
of white British respondents and 60% of ethnic minorities say that it is easier to get on in 
Britain if you are white. 

Comparative confidence in Britain
That call for greater change is combined with confidence about the British journey on race 
when respondents consider the comparative context. Asked to say whether Britain is a 
better or worse place to live, as someone from an ethnic minority background, than other 
major western democracies like the USA, Germany and France, most people think that the 
UK has a much stronger claim to be a pace-setter than a laggard.  

Ethnic minority respondents were somewhat more emphatic, with 80% saying that the UK 
is a better place to live as a minority and 20% saying worse.  For the white British the split 
was 73% to 27%. 

Ethnic minority

White 

Better

80%

73%

Worse

20%

27%

Perceptions of past progress and the need for future progress on racial equality

If you had to choose, is the UK a better or worse place to live as someone from an 
ethnic minority than other big democracies like the USA, Germany and France?
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Time for a better conversation about race?

There is a broad public appetite for a better public conversation about race here in 
Britain: one that is less heated, less polarised and more practical.  People from different 
backgrounds and perspectives agree that we could make more progress in tackling race 
equality if we focused less on arguments about language and more on practical action.

Most people think that the political and media debate has become more divisive and 
polarised – with the 56% to 7% margin among the general public exactly mirrored among 
ethnic minorities. 

Most people say that they would welcome a less heated debate about race in our politics 
and our society – a view supported by 66% of the public as a whole, with 8% opposed; and 
by 61% to 13% among ethnic minority respondents.   

Respondents were asked to select ‘better’ or ‘worse’. The strength of this verdict may 
largely reflect the broad British public consensus that the state of race relations in the 
post-Trump United States is worse than in the UK. But Britain also has a strong claim to be 
putting more energy into race equality than most continental European countries – where 
the foundations for this work, such as data collection, are often missing – though that may 
be a level of detail better known by the more civically engaged than among the public at 
large.

Most people say that they would 
welcome a less heated debate about 
race in our politics and our society

The offer of a less polarised public conversation about race would strike a chord across a 
wide spectrum of opinion. But there will be competing perceptions of what this should 
mean in practice. There is a similar margin among Labour and Conservative voters – 
of around 60% to 6% – that the public conversation has become more divisive. Yet 
perceptions will differ by age and education, by ethnic group, and by political perspective 
as to where responsibility for the current heat and polarisation lies.

The range of perceptions as to whether or not we are talking enough, or too much, about 
race in Britain today illuminates this.  Race has had a much higher level of public salience 
over the last few years, particularly since the anti-racism protests of 2020. But the idea 
that we are talking too much about race does not strike much of a chord among ethnic 
minority Britons: just one in four (24%) agrees, outweighed by the four in ten (40%) who 
do not think we are yet talking about race enough. The balance of views among the white 
British majority is somewhat different, with 42% feeling that we are now talking too much 
about race, and a quarter (27%) saying that we need to talk about it more.

The median white and ethnic minority respondent are somewhere in the middle, though 
a majority of Black respondents (53%) think we still aren’t talking enough about race yet. 
This perception gap reflects contrasting political instincts too. Among ethnic minority 
supporters of the Labour Party, a majority (52%) think we still are not talking about 
race enough, in contrast to the proportion of white British Conservative voters (56%) 
who think there is too much discussion about race. Ethnic minority Conservatives see it 
differently, split equally between a third who think we talk too little, a third too much 
and another third who feel there is about the right amount of discussion of race. So there 
is a big gulf between Black Britain, especially those who lean left, and Conservatives 
(especially older white Conservatives) on whether we need to talk more or less about race 
in Britain. White British Labour voters and ethnic minority Conservatives are somewhere 
in the middle on this question.

40%  (14%)

29% (11%)

27% (10%)

35% (10%)

52% (23%)

38% (13%)

30%

25%

23%

32% 

28%

29%

Do people think we talk too much or too little about race in the UK?

23% (8%)

39% (18%)

42% (20%)

26% (7%)

17% (6%)

24% (11%)

Talk too little 
+17%

Talk too much 
+10

Talk too much 
+15%

Talk too little  
+9

Talk too little 
+35

Talk too little 
+14

Talk too little 
(much too 

little)
About right

Talk too much 
(much too 

much)

Net score

Ethnic minority

General public

White British

Asian 

Black 

Mixed

Three years after the Black Lives Matter anti-racism protests, ethnic minority opinion 
remains in favour of their impact. Two-thirds of ethnic minority Britain continues to 
approve of those anti-racism protests, with a fifth on the fence, and one in ten opposed. 
Half of Black British respondents say they strongly approve, along with a quarter of British 
Asians, where being somewhat supportive is the median perspective. 
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In contrast, white British attitudes have shifted more since 2020-21, when around half of 
the majority group expressed support while a fifth to a quarter said they were opposed. 
There is a white British plurality in favour of the anti-racism protests but that margin has 
now narrowed to 43% approval versus 35% disapproval. Partisan political and media cues 
have played a role in white British views becoming somewhat more split by age, education 
and party politics. Majorities of the under-50s, university graduates and Labour voters 
among the white British group remain supportive.

A majority of ethnic minority respondents say that they agree that disagreement 
and division are a price worth paying for progress on race equality. That proposition 
is supported by 54% to 13% among ethnic minority respondents, while white British 
respondents are ambivalent, with 36% agreeing, 18% in disagreement, and another 
35% on the fence. So most of ethnic minority Britain does want to hear our politicians, 
policy-makers and the media attempt a more constructive, action-oriented conversation 
about race: but they will become more sceptical if calls for more civility and a calmer 
public debate about race might lapse into complacency or avoidance of issues that need 
attention. 

What could we achieve by Windrush 100? Public appetite 
for a ‘net zero’ mission on race and discrimination

There is a more substantive and broader latent consensus about the practical priorities for 
action on race.  There is broad public approval for a mission to achieve  ‘net zero’ racism 
and discrimination in Britain by the time of the Windrush centenary in 2048. 

There is 65% support and 5% opposition for setting this goal across the general public. 
Seven in ten people from an ethnic minority background (71%) would support this, with 
5% opposed, rising to 74% of Black respondents, where 55% agree strongly. 

Ethnic minority respondents were considerably more likely to think that such a goal could 
be met if it was set – with 45% saying this was achievable by 2048 and a third saying that 
it was not. By contrast, across the public as a whole, 28% felt the goal could be achieved, 
while 48% thought this was unlikely. 

Asked to consider different priority issues to address if this goal was adopted, Asian and 
Black respondents gave the highest priority to ensuring a fair chance for people from an 
ethnic minority background to get a job. ‘Tougher rules on online hatred’ was the most 
popular choice among white British respondents. This is an issue of concern to ethnic 
minorities too, but ranked fourth when compared to other priorities, with an inclusive 
curriculum that tells the full story of Britain and the Empire, and more opportunities for 
people from different backgrounds to meet and mix, ranking higher.
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A fair chance for people from 
ethnic minorities to get a job

If the Government were to set ‘net zero racism by 2048’ as a goal, which policy areas 
should be a priority?

More opportunities for people 
from different backgrounds to 

meet and mix
Introducing an inclusive 

curriculum that tells the full 
story of Britain and the Empire

Tougher rules on online hatred

Police forces that look like the 
communities they serve in their 

ethnic mix

None of these
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Future challenges:  the politics of race

A broad social consensus for race equality should be an active and explicit goal of 
policy-makers in a multi-ethnic liberal democracy. 

The Focaldata research shows the potential for a more productive and action-
focused public conversation about race. But how far that potential is realised 
will depend on how the public conversation is led. In the run-up to the General 
Election and beyond, political pressures within both major parties may make a 
constructive bridging agenda more challenging.

The Sewell report in the Spring of 2021 generated a sharply polarised and 
binary debate, often dominated by mutual accusations of bad faith between the 
government and its critics in civic society. It was largely a binary debate, between 
an account of past progress and future challenges, about how to describe the 
problem, with future policy largely squeezed out. The Government’s subsequent 
Inclusive Britain strategy in 2022 did mark a welcome de-escalation of the debate 
– focusing on constructive proposals for curriculum reform, monitoring and 
addressing inequalities in health, work and other areas – though this incremental 
agenda did not generate a significant amount of political or public attention. 

While some voices on the right-of-centre see political advantages in a so-called 
‘anti-woke’ agenda, these Focaldata findings show that potential ethnic minority 
Conservatives favour a more balanced and constructive approach. Appealing 
to this group could be important if the Conservative party is to reach across 
generational and education divides within the majority group after Brexit.

The Labour opposition can be anxious and uncertain about how to talk and 
act on race and identity in polarised times. It may well be the case that Labour 
would have the most to lose from a highly polarised public conversation about 
race, as it seeks to both maintain its historically strong support across different 
ethnic minority groups, and also to reach across the geographic and generational 
divides arising out of Brexit. In a zero-sum politics of competing grievances, the 
likelihood is that different sections of ethnic minority and majority groups may 
both feel that the centre-left party is on somebody else’s side. Yet these findings 
show that there is potential for the centre-left to integrate an account of race 
equality into its approach of setting national ‘missions’ to indicate areas of policy 
focus. 

These are not just challenges for the political parties, however. This year’s census 
results show why every institution in Britain needs to become more confident in 
talking about race if we are to unlock the opportunities of our society’s growing 
diversity for the benefit of all.

Photo credit Phil Beard
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6.

For Windrush to have a lasting legacy it 
needs to matter not only to the Windrush 
Generation and their second-generation 
children, who have heard the Windrush 
story direct from their parents. It needs 
to resonate with the next generation and 
those to come. 

The heightened public profile of Windrush 
in this 75th anniversary year is a great 
opportunity to engage young people 
with the Windrush story. Everyone in our 
discussion groups felt it was important 

Young people and Windrush 75
Steve Ballinger, British Future

Some Black Caribbean members of 
our discussion groups worried that 
young people in their community 
do not see Windrush as particularly 
relevant to their lives today.

A narrow, ‘Diverse history for diverse 
youth’ approach, however, would be 
a missed opportunity to promote 
understanding, inclusion and contact. 
Young people from all backgrounds should 
know the Windrush story because it helps 
to explain why the increasingly diverse 
society that they are entering looks as it 
does today. 

In his introduction to this report Patrick 
Vernon talks about the importance of 
preserving oral histories. Sir Lenny Henry 
referenced this too at a recent Q&A 
with Windrush Generation elders after a 
performance of his one-man show August 
in England at the Bush Theatre. Younger 
generations will need to capture their 
heritage now before it is lost: “We need 
to get the recipe for the cake and the 
Saturday soup,” he told the audience. 
Involving young people in these efforts to 
capture and archive this history could fulfil 
the twin aims of preserving heritage and 
promoting intergenerational contact.

Young people (18-24) are 50/50 on 
whether Windrush 75 events are 
‘for people like me’ – in line with the 
population as a whole. Young people from 
an ethnic minority background are no 
different – around half feel that Windrush 
75 events are for ‘people like me’. But 
two-thirds of young people say they would 
consider going to a Windrush 75 event – 
higher than all older age groups – offering 
a real opportunity to open a conversation 
with this group during the anniversary 
commemorations.

Young people’s preferences for events 
closely mirror the public as a whole: they 
would rather take part in something 
celebratory, like a food-focused event, 
a street party, music event of film 
screening, than an event with a political or 
campaigning focus. 

that this should happen: particularly those 
from the Black Caribbean community, 
who feared that some of their culture 
and history could be lost as the first 
generation passes. Some Black Caribbean 
members of our discussion groups worried 
that young people in their community do 
not see Windrush as particularly relevant 
to their lives today. Better education and 
more targeted efforts to engage young 
Black Caribbean people with the Windrush 
story may be needed.

As with older groups, bringing 
party politics into the Windrush 75 
commemorations was not popular. The 6th 
formers in our London discussion group 
were more politically aware than the 
average teenager, as most were studying 
politics. They were well versed on current 
affairs, race politics and campaigns against 
racial injustice. Yet this group, too, was 
dismissive of public debates involving 
politicians, who they saw as self-serving. 
They also favoured festival-type events 
that would attract a wider audience.

“Politicians will do what 
they do best, which is not 
address issues. Having a 	
political discussion will 
stray away from Windrush 
and make it all about 	
politics and party points.”

-Newham discussion group 
participant

There is potential to engage young 
people, however, with efforts to use 
the 75th anniversary moment to bring 
campaigns for racial equality to new 
audiences. Nearly eight in ten young 
people (77%) feel that “The UK needs 
to make much more progress on racial 
equality in the next 25 years”, significantly 
more than the two-thirds (66%) of the 
public as a whole who agree.  A third of 
the young people surveyed by Focaldata 
say that would consider going to an 
event that links the 75th anniversary with 
campaigns against the injustice of the 
Windrush scandal. 

Photography by Ilyas Ayub for British Future
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Other tactics than in-person events may 
be more effective in connecting with this 
audience, however.  Our London youth 
discussion group was savvy about how to 
extend the reach of Windrush 75 in this 
digital age. Festival film screenings, for 
example, could also be streamed or made 
available to download. And they felt that 
online video and podcasts could be used 
to capture and share the testimonies of 
Windrush Generation elders, in a way that 
would be more engaging and have wider 
reach among young people than an event 
where older people were speaking.

Schools provide an obvious location in 
which to engage under-18s with the 
Windrush story. Several older members 
of our discussion groups felt it was 
important to do this in the classroom, 

where students are a ‘captive audience’, as 
a way of reaching a group they perceived 
as reluctant to engage. Today’s classrooms 
are more diverse than ever, and teaching 
Windrush enables students from diverse 
backgrounds to feel that their own 
heritage is reflected in the curriculum. 
It also offers a way in to talk about our 
modern, multi-ethnic society and how it 
has been shaped by migration over the last 
75 years. Many teachers will be looking for 
ways to talk about the 75th anniversary 
of Windrush in June. In Section 11 of this 
report Meg Henry of educational charity 
The Linking Network looks in more detail 
at why and how to teach Windrush in 
schools.

Nearly eight in ten young people (77%) 
feel that “The UK needs to make much 
more progress on racial equality in the 
next 25 years”, significantly more than 
the two-thirds (66%) of the public as a 
whole who agree

Picture by Sean Pollock for Hackney Council
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